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Mentor Texts:
� Once There Was a Bull…(Frog) by Rick Walton
� I Saw a Bullfrog by Ellen Stern

Format:
Crazy Compounds

Start with a piece of 6 X 18 white paper. Fold into fourths.

Fold outer flaps in.  Write one word part on each flap and illustrate.

Unfold flaps and write the compound word and illustrate.

Fold back into fourths and bind at center fold to make into a book.
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Mentor Texts:
� Antonyms by Joan Hanson
� More Antonyms by Joan Hanson
� Antonyms, Synonyms, and Homonyms by Kim Rayevsky
� Black? White! Day? Night! A Book of Opposites by Laura Vaccaro Seeger

Format:
The Antonym Book
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Mentor Texts:
� Homographs by Joan Hanson
� The Dove Dove: Funny Homograph Riddles by Marvin Terban
� What’s a Frank Frank? by Giulio Maestro

Format:
The Homograph Book
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hot

(illustration)

cold

(illustration)

bow

(illustration)

bow

(illustration)
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Mentor Texts:
� Homonyms by Joan Hanson
� More Homonyms by Joan Hanson
� Antonyms, Synonyms, and Homonyms by Kim Rayevsky
� Hey, Hay! A Wagonful of Funny Homonym Riddles by Marvin Terban
� Eight Ate: A Feast of Homonyms by Marvin Terban
� A Chocolate Moose for Dinner; The King Who Rained; and A Little Pigeon Toad 

by Fred Gwynne
� Dear Deer: A Book of Homophones by Gene Barretta

Format:
The Homophone Book

Start with a piece of 6 X 18 white paper. Fold into fourths.

Fold outer flaps in.  Write one word on each flap and illustrate.

Unfold flaps and illustrate each word.

Fold back into fourths and bind at center fold to make into a book.
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Mentor Texts:
� Antics by Cathi Hepworth
� Bug Off! by Cathi Hepworth
� A Frog in the Bog by Karma Wilson
� There’s an Ant in Anthony by Bernard Most
� The Scholastic Rhyming Dictionary by Sue Young
� Any rhyming books 

Format:

������������

Mentor Texts:
� City Sounds by Rebecca Emberly
� It Figures: Fun Figures of Speech 

by Marvin Terban
� Lunch by Denise Fleming
� Mung-Mung by Linda Sue Park
� Night Noises by Mem Fox
� Sound Words by Joan Hanson
� The Listening Walk by Paul Showers
� Snip Snap! What’s That? by Mara Bergman
� It’s the Wind by Ferida Wolff
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(illustration)
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(illustration)

Format:
What’s That Sound?  

A Class Book of 
Onomatopoeia Words
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Mentor Texts:
A Cache of Jewels and Other Collective Nouns by Ruth Heller
A Mink, a Fink, and a Skating Rink: What is a Noun? by Brian P. Cleary
Beasts by the Bunches by A. Mifflin Lowe
Merry-Go-Round: A Book About Nouns by Ruth Heller
What Do You Call a Group of Butterflies? And Other Insect Groups by Emma Nathan

Format:
The Noun Book

Collective Noun Book
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(illustration)      (illustration)         (illustration) 

person             place              thing
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(illustration)
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Singular and Plural Noun Book:  s or es?

��� �
Mentor Texts:
� Add It, Dip It, Fix It:  A Book of Verbs by R.M. Schneider
� I Think, I Thought: And Other Tricky Verbs by Marvin Terban
� I Went Walking by Sue Williams
� In the Tall, Tall Grass by Denise Fleming
� Jiggle Wiggle Prance by Sally Noll
� Kites Sail High: A Book About Verbs by Ruth Heller
� Silly Sally by Audrey Wood
� To Root, To Toot, To Parachute: What is a Verb? by Brian Cleary
� Verbs! Verbs! Verbs!: The Trickiest Action-Packed Words in English by Marvin 

Terban

Format:
Verbs Are Actions!
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glass

(illustration)

glass   es

(illustration) (illustration)

Flap is folded in to reveal 
the plural noun with “s” or 
“es” added.

(illustration) (illustration)
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Lift up flap to reveal 
the verb.
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1. Draw 2 vertical lines on 8 ½ x 11 paper.  Draw two sets of ¼” horizontal lines 
as shown above.  These lines indicate the neck and tail of the animal.  This 
becomes your template.  

2. Photocopy one for each student. 
3. Next have students draw an animal with the head in the first section, the body 

in the middle section, and the tail in the last section.  
4. Then they write a sentence about the animal with the word “The” and an 

adjective in the first column, the noun in the second, and verb in the third.  
5. Laminate the complete pages, bind together into a booklet with a cover, and 

THEN cut on the vertical lines to make three flaps.  Now you have a flip book 
that can be read with many combinations of words and mixed-up animals.
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Mentor Texts:
� A Twister of Twists, A Tangler of Tongues and Busy Buzzing Bumblebees and 

Other Tongue Twisters by Alvin Schwartz
� All About Arthur—An Absolutely Absurd Ape by Eric Carle
� Alligators All Around by Maurice Sendak
� Alphabet Annie Announces an All-American Album by Susan Purviance and 

Marcia O’shell
� Animalia by Graeme Base
� Dinorella: A Prehistoric Fairy Tale by Pamela Duncan Edwards
� Ellsworth’s Extraordinary Electric Ears by Valerie Fisher
� Faint Frogs Feeling Feverish and Other Terrifically Tantalizing Tongue Twisters by 

L. Obligada
� Four Famished Foxes and Fosdyke by Pamela Edwards Duncan
� It Figures: Fun Figures of Speech by Marvin Terban
� Six Sick Sheep:  One Hundred Tongue Twisters by Beverly Collins and Stephanie 

Calmenson
� Some Smug Slug by Pamela Duncan Edwards
� The Awful Aardvarks Go to School by Reeve Lindbergh
� The Biggest Tongue Twister Book in the World by Gyles Brandeth
� The Wacky Wedding: A Book of Alphabet Antics  by Pamela Duncan Edwards
� The Worrywarts by Pamela Duncan Edwards
� Toad by Ruth Brown

Format:
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(illustration)
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Mentor Texts:
� Borrowed Black by Ellen Bryan Obed
� Easy as Pie: A Guessing Game of Sayings by M. Folsom
� Hailstones and Halibut Bones by Mary O’Neill
� If You Hopped Like a Frog by David M. Schwartz
� It Figures: Fun Figures of Speech by Marvin Terban
� Owl Moon by Jane Yolen (or any other book by Yolen)
� Quick as a Cricket by Audrey Wood
� Similes by Joan Hanson
� Storm in the Night by Mary Stolz
� The Elephant’s Child by Rudyard Kipling
� There’s a Frog in My Throat by Loreen Leedy and Pat Street
� My Dog is as Dirty as Smelly Socks by Hanock Piven
� When the Sky is Like Lace Elinor Lander Horwitz

Format:

or

��������	
�
��

��������
�������


















 


















































 









���������������������������

(illustration)
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(illustration)
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Mentor Texts:
� A Chocolate Moose for Dinner, The King Who Rained, A Little Pigeon Toad by 

Fred Gwynne
� The Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms by Marvin Terban
� There’s a Frog in My Throat by Loreen Leedy and Pat Street
� Dog Food by Saxton Freymann and Joost Elffers
� In a Pickle and Other Funny Idioms by Marvin Terban
� Mad as a Wet Hen! And Other Funny Idioms by Marvin Terban
� Parts by Tedd Arnold
� More Parts by Tedd Arnold
� My Dad’s Job by Peter Glassman
� Monkey Business by Wallace Edwards

Format:
Class Book of Idioms
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Mentor Texts:
� A My Name is Alice by Jane Bayer
� Accidental Zucchini: An Unexpected Alphabet by Max Grover
� Alligators All Around by Maurice Sendak
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(illustration)
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� Alphabatics by Suse MacDonald
� Alphabet Adventure by Audrey and Bruce Wood
� Alphabet Under Construction by Denise Fleming
� Alphathoughts by Lee Bennett Hopkins
� Artful Alphabet by Martina Jirankova-Limbrich
� Ashanti to Zulu:  African Traditions by Margaret Musgrove
� Books by Jerry Pallotta:The Icky Bug Alphabet, The Yucky Reptile Alphabet 

Book, The Dinosaur Alphabet Book, The Flower Alphabet 
Book, The Bird Alphabet Book, The Frog Alphabet Book, The Furry Alphabet 
Book, The Ocean Alphabet Book, The Underwater Alphabet Book, The Victory 
Garden Vegetable Alphabet Book, The Extinct Alphabet Book, The Desert 
Alphabet Book, The Spice Alphabet Book, The Butterfly Alphabet Book, The 
Freshwater Alphabet Book,The Airplane Alphabet Book, The Boat Alphabet Book

� C is for Curious:  An ABC of Feelings by W. Hubbard
� Easy as Pie by Marcia and Michael Folsom
� Eating the Alphabet by Lois Ehlert
� Jambo Means Hello in Swahili by M. Feelings
� K is for Kick: A Soccer Alphabet by Brad Herzog
� M is for Music by Kathleen Krull
� NBA Action from A to Z by James Preller
� On Your Toes: A Ballet ABC by Rachel Isadora
� Pass the Fritters, Critters by Cheryl Chapman
� Picture a Letter by Brad Sneed
� T is for Toscana by Gary Kelley
� The series of alphabet books on the 50 states (e.g., B is for Buckeye: An Ohio 

Alphabet; G is for Grand Canyon: An Arizona Alphabet). Published by Sleeping 
Bear Press.

� The Z Was Zapped by Chris Van Allsburg
� Tomorrow’s Alphabet by George Shannon
� Z is for Zamboni: A Hockey Alphabet by Matt Napier

Format:
Format will vary depending on the book and purpose.  You can make alphabet books 
patterned after a picture book such as A My Name is Alice or The Z Was Zapped.  
You can also review any content area with alphabet books.  
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